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to immigration in an election year? Do 
you think the American people are 
that gullible? 

No. The Party of Trump has launched 
an all-out radical assault on legal im-
migration, and hopes everyone is so 
scared of the ‘‘rapey’’ Mexicans, the 
sex-crazed Italians, and the Viet-
namese immigrants with Ebola on the 
one hand and ‘‘ziki flies’’ on the other. 
Lock down the whole system, they say. 
Lady Liberty, lower your lamp, cover 
up your poem, and take a seat because 
terrorists got in once, which is enough 
reason to keep everyone out of Amer-
ica—from the computer programmer to 
the ski instructor, to the refugee flee-
ing systematic violence. 

If you ask me, maybe it is not the 
hundreds of Justice Department law-
yers who have nothing to do with 
Judge Hanen’s courtroom who need on-
erous remedial ethics training classes; 
maybe it is Judge Hanen’s allies here 
in the House and throughout the Re-
publican Party who could use a manda-
tory lesson on right and wrong. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL YOUTH SHADOW 
DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to welcome 
Donald Robinson to Capitol Hill as part 
of the Congressional Foster Youth 
Shadow Program. 

This program is a part of Foster Care 
Month across the Nation. This recogni-
tion was created more than 25 years 
ago to bring the issue of foster care to 
the forefront, highlighting the impor-
tance of permanency for every child. 
Having a brother who joined my family 
through foster care 46 years ago, foster 
care is important to me. 

As for Donald, he entered foster care 
in Pennsylvania at the age of 14, expe-
riencing six placements. Despite at-
tending multiple schools, he was able 
to complete his education and enroll in 
college after aging out of foster care. 

I am proud to say that Donald re-
cently graduated with his master’s de-
gree in exercise science from the Uni-
versity of Texas. He plans to create an 
international sport performance train-
ing and consultancy business, and 
would eventually like to open a charter 
school. 

Mr. Speaker, I am so happy to see 
someone with Donald’s background 
working to give back to our Nation’s 
children. I look forward to spending 
time with him today and to learn more 
about his story. 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT OF RAYMOND 
GRAECA 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to salute 
Raymond Graeca, who will retire next 
month as CEO of Penn Highlands 
Healthcare, which includes several hos-
pitals in Pennsylvania’s Fifth Congres-
sional District, including in DuBois, 
Brookville, Clearfield, and St. Marys. 

Raymond is a native of Erie and 
graduated with a degree in accounting 
from Gannon University. He is also a 
veteran and completed a tour of duty 
with the United States Army before 
earning a master’s degree in health 
service administration from Tulane 
University in New Orleans in 1973. 

After graduation, Raymond entered 
the field of health care and did not 
look back. He worked at hospitals in 
Alabama, Louisiana, and Texas before 
returning to Pennsylvania in 1979 to 
become president of the Corry Memo-
rial Hospital in Corry, Pennsylvania, 
also located in Pennsylvania’s Fifth 
Congressional District. 

Ray came to DuBois in 1990 as presi-
dent of the DuBois Regional Medical 
Center. He is credited as being part of 
a group which started the Free Medical 
Clinic of DuBois in 1998, and has served 
on a number of statewide boards, in-
cluding the Hospital Council of West-
ern Pennsylvania, The Hospital & 
Healthsystem Association of Pennsyl-
vania, and the Pennsylvania chapter of 
the VHA. In 1998, he was named the 
Distinguished Citizen of the Year in 
DuBois. 

In 2011, he was instrumental in the 
creation of Penn Highlands Healthcare, 
bringing together hospitals across the 
DuBois region, including the DuBois 
Regional Medical Center, Clearfield 
Hospital, Brookville Hospital, and 
later, the Elk Regional Medical Center. 
The system covers eight counties, em-
ploys more than 3,600 people, including 
360 physicians. 

Raymond Graeca’s retirement caps a 
more than 40-year career in healthcare 
services and hospital administration. I 
congratulate him on all of his hard 
work, and wish him the best of luck in 
retirement. 

f 

ENERGY AND WATER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
the House is considering this week the 
appropriations for energy and water. 
These are important decisions, vital 
programs that seriously touch all of us 
across the country, and have important 
decisions on resource allocation. 

There were two elements in the ac-
companying report that I would like to 
highlight for a moment. First is that I 
am pleased that the committee has in-
cluded language encouraging the Army 
Corps of Engineers to continue efforts 
to construct new tribal housing at The 
Dalles Dam on the Columbia River be-
tween Oregon and Washington. 

The Columbia River is the cultural 
artery that ties together the North-
west. It is an engine for agriculture 
and for industry. But long before we 
started changing that river into a ma-
chine with the construction of dams in 
the 1930s, the artery was the core of the 
civilization for thousands of years for 
Native Americans. 

The river looked very different. It 
was faster-moving and steeper. It pro-
duced salmon in such abundance that 
it was rumored you could walk across 
their backs as they swam upstream to 
spawn. And it provided food, trade, and 
a cultural identity for Native Amer-
ican tribes for years. These tribes—now 
known as the Nez Perce, Umatilla, 
Warm Springs, and Yakama Nation— 
were never fully compensated for the 
disruption to their native ways of life, 
despite promises to the contrary. 

We have found that the Army Corps 
of Engineers now understands that it 
has the authority to begin the process 
of building another housing village at 
The Dalles Dam. It is important that 
we encourage and support this work, 
and continue to expand it through con-
gressional action. It is the least we can 
do to keep faith with Native Ameri-
cans, who have had their lives dramati-
cally disrupted with that construction. 

Second, the report also continues an 
unfortunate rider, which blocks the 
Army Corps of Engineers from modern-
izing how it develops water resource 
projects. This has been an interest of 
mine since I first started serving on 
the Water Resources Subcommittee 20 
years ago in Congress. 

The Corps operates on an antiquated 
methodology that are known as 1983 
principles and guidelines for water in-
frastructure projects. It directs the 
Corps to focus on maximizing national 
economic development benefits when 
planning projects, not looking com-
prehensively at the benefits and the 
problems attained for everybody. It se-
verely limits the Corps’ ability to se-
lect projects which minimize environ-
mental impacts, or contribute to the 
national interest in ways other than a 
narrowly defined economic develop-
ment. 

I worked for years with the Corps 
back when General Flowers was in 
charge, and there was great interest on 
the part of the Corps to be able to up-
date the ways that they operate to in-
corporate modern science, engineering, 
and environmental awareness. Those 
principles and guidelines were drafted 
back in the Carter administration. 

398 months have elapsed since they 
were enacted into law. In that period of 
time, a lot has happened with food, 
fashion, technology, and science. It is 
time for the Army Corps of Engineers 
to be able to base its planning and ac-
tivities on the best science and the best 
engineering, for the needs that we have 
today. 

I sincerely hope that we can come to-
gether and recognize that it is a need 
to finally remove that rider. It was 
frustrating for me, having worked for 
years, to finally achieve authorization 
in 2007 for the principles and guidelines 
to be updated. Yet, the Corps, having 
done that job, cannot use the updated 
principles and guidelines because of 
shortsighted action on the part of Con-
gress. 

I strongly urge that my friends and 
colleagues in Congress take a look at 
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this restrictive language. Think about 
the opportunities available to us to 
allow the Corps of Engineers to do its 
job right based on the latest informa-
tion available to us. This does not 
speak well of the ability of Congress to 
prepare for the future. It makes the job 
of the Army Corps of Engineers much 
harder, and it makes it less likely that 
we are going to give people the benefit 
that they need from the various things 
that the Corps constructs and plans. 

f 

b 1015 

TSGT VIRGIL POE, UNITED 
STATES ARMY: CHARTER MEM-
BER OF THE GREATEST GENERA-
TION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, born 
in the 1920s, he grew up in the Depres-
sion of the 1930s, poor, like more most 
rural American children. Fresh vegeta-
bles were grown in the family garden 
behind the small frame house. His 
mother made sandwiches for school out 
of homemade bread. Store-bought 
bread was for the rich. 

He grew up belonging to the Boy 
Scouts, playing the trumpet in the 
high school band, and he went to 
church on almost all Sundays. In 1944, 
this 18-year-old country boy, who had 
never been more than 50 miles from 
home, quickly found himself going 
through basic training at the United 
States Army at Camp Wolters in Camp 
Wolters, Texas. 

After that, he rode a train with hun-
dreds of other young teenagers—Amer-
ican males—to New York City for the 
ocean trip on a cramped Liberty ship 
to fight in the great World War II. 
While crossing the Atlantic, he wit-
nessed another Liberty ship next to his 
that was sunk by a German U-boat. 

As a soldier in the Seventh Army, he 
went from France to survive the Battle 
of the Bulge and through the cities of 
Aachen, Stuttgart, Cologne, and Bonn. 
As a teenager, he saw the brutal con-
centration camps of the Nazis and saw 
the victims. He saw incredible numbers 
of other teenage Americans buried in 
graves throughout Europe. A solemn 
monument to those soldiers is at Nor-
mandy. 

After Germany surrendered, he was 
ordered back to Fort Hood, Texas. He 
was being reequipped for the invasion 
of Japan. Then Japan surrendered. It 
was there he met Mom at a Wednesday 
night prayer meeting service. My mom 
was a Red Cross volunteer in WWII. 

Until a few years ago, this GI—my 
dad—would never talk about World 
War II. He still won’t say much, but he 
does say frequently that the heroes are 
the ones who are buried today in Eu-
rope. 

After the war was over, he opened a 
DX service station, where he pumped 
gas, sold tires, fixed cars, and began a 
family. Deciding he wanted to go to 

college, he moved to west Texas and 
enrolled in a small Christian college 
named Abilene Christian College. 

He and his wife and two small chil-
dren lived in an old, converted Army 
barracks with other such families. He 
supported us by working nights at the 
KRBC radio station and by climbing 
telephone poles for Ma Bell, which was 
later called Southwestern Bell. 

He finished college, became an engi-
neer, and worked 40-plus years for 
Southwestern Bell Telephone Company 
in Houston, Texas. He turned down a 
promotion and a transfer to New York 
City because it was not Texas and he 
didn’t want to raise his family in New 
York. 

Dad instilled in my sister and me the 
values of being a neighbor to every-
body, of loving the USA, of loving our 
heritage, and of always doing the right 
thing to all people. 

He still gets mad at the media. He 
flies Old Glory on holidays. He goes to 
church on Sunday, and he takes Mom 
out to eat on Friday nights. He stands 
in the front yard and talks to his 
neighbors, and he can still fix any-
thing. 

He can still mow his own grass even 
though he is 90 years of age. He has a 
strong opinion on politics and world 
events. He gives plenty of advice to ev-
erybody, including a lot of advice to 
me. He has two computers in his home 
office. He sends emails to hundreds of 
his buddies all over the world. 

Dad and Mom still live in Houston, 
Texas, where I grew up. 

So today, Mr. Speaker, as we ap-
proach Memorial Day and honor the 
fallen warriors of all wars, we also 
honor all who fought in the great 
World War II and who got to come 
home. We honor my dad, but also other 
American warriors. 

My dad was one of those individuals 
of the Greatest Generation. He is the 
best man I ever met, and he certainly 
is a charter member of the Greatest 
Generation. So I hope I turn out like 
him, Tech Sergeant Virgil Poe, United 
States Army, good man, good father. 
That is enough for one life. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

TOP TEN ABUSES OF THE ‘‘SE-
LECT INVESTIGATIVE PANEL’’ 
REPUBLICANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday 181 Democrats wrote to 
Speaker RYAN to ask the Republican 
Select Panel to Attack Women’s 
Health—that is what we call it—to be 
shut down. 

From the outset, this investigation 
has been a political weapon to punish 
women, doctors, and scientific re-
searchers, not an objective, fair-mind-
ed, or fact-based search for the truth. 

Here are the top 10 reasons to shut 
down this partisan panel immediately: 

One: The select panel is a waste of 
taxpayer money. 

Republicans are wasting taxpayer 
dollars in their chasing of inflam-
matory allegations of anti-abortion ex-
tremists. 

Three Republican-led House commit-
tees, 12 States, and one grand jury have 
already investigated charges that 
Planned Parenthood was selling fetal 
tissue for a profit. None found any evi-
dence of wrongdoing. 

Two: The select panel is an attack on 
women’s rights. 

Republicans are using the panel as 
part of their campaign to deny women 
access to legal reproductive health 
services, including abortions—the 
panel comes at a time when Repub-
licans have voted repeatedly to defund 
Planned Parenthood, which provides 
health services to over 3 million Amer-
ican women and men each year—to 
eliminate family planning services, and 
to restrict access to abortion. 

Three: The select panel is harming 
scientific research. 

Republicans are using the panel to 
intimidate scientists into stopping 
legal fetal tissue research on treatment 
for cures for diseases and conditions 
that afflict millions of Americans, in-
cluding multiple sclerosis, Alzheimer’s, 
diabetes, and spinal cord injuries. 
Some medical research outfits have al-
ready been canceled. 

Four: The select panel is just par-
tisan politics. 

Republicans are conducting an un-
fair, one-sided, and partisan campaign. 
They refuse to put indicted video 
maker David Daleiden under oath, who 
made those highly edited tapes against 
Planned Parenthood, while issuing sub-
poenas and demanding sworn testi-
mony from law-abiding researchers and 
doctors. 

Republicans have suppressed facts 
that contradict their preferred partisan 
narratives. For example, they refused 
to hear directly from tissue procure-
ment companies while they publicly 
accused them of misconduct based on 
misleading and inaccurate staff-cre-
ated exhibits that lacked any sourcing 
or foundational information. 

Five: The select panel is a McCarthy- 
like witch hunt: 

Mirroring the bullying behavior of 
Senator Joe McCarthy, Republicans 
are demanding that universities and 
clinics name names of their research-
ers, graduate students, lab technicians, 
clinic personnel, and doctors. When 
Democrat JERRY NADLER asked Chair 
BLACKBURN to explain why she needs to 
amass this database of names, she re-
sponded: No, sir. I am not going to do 
that. 

Six: The select panel threatens inno-
cent lives. 

Republicans are putting researchers 
and doctors at risk by publicly naming 
them as targets of their investigation 
and creating a database of names. 

On May 11, Republicans issued a 
press release that publicly named a 
physician who had already been the 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:41 May 26, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K25MY7.004 H25MYPT1em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
9F

6T
C

42
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-22T12:03:12-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




